[The influence of the pharmaceutical industry in patient organisations].
Most patient organisations have no objection to sponsoring by the pharmaceutical industry. Only 5% of all organisations are against sponsoring. When patient organisations were asked whether or not their activities could continue without sponsoring, 42% answered no, 6% yes, and 52% felt that they might continue, but restricted. In a report of the public health inspector on the subject, transparency is considered to be a remedy for the entanglement between patient organisations and the pharmaceutical industry. However, the authors doubt that this is effective. The government should provide sufficient support for patient organisations so that they can become independent from the industry.